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Loving Memory

Robert (Bob) Israel Lappin was 
born in Salem, Massachusetts 
on January 26, 1922. Successful 
businessman, visionary,  
philanthropist, and community 
hero, Bob Lappin was well-known 
and respected for his generosity 
to the community. He gained 
international recognition for 
Lappin Foundation’s highly  
acclaimed Youth to Israel  
Adventure (Y2I), which he  
created more than 50 years  
ago and had funded ever since.

The impact of his philanthropy 
spans decades and will  
reverberate for generations.  
Israel had a special place in  
Bob Lappin’s heart, inspiring him 
to be the leading voice of the  
national Jewish community,  
tirelessly lobbying Jewish leaders 
about the urgent need to send 
Jewish teens to Israel.

Lappin Foundation’s mission 
of enhancing Jewish identity 
across generations reflects Bob 
Lappin’s deep desire to nurture 
Jewish pride in our children 
and promote Jewish continuity. 
He funded programs of Jewish 
living and learning that brought 
Judaism into the homes and into 
the hearts of countless numbers 
of Jewish and interfaith families. 

Bob Lappin’s philanthropy 
extended beyond the Jewish 
community with his generous 
support of organizations that 

service people in need and of 
a variety of educational and 
cultural institutions. Bob Lappin 
was awarded honorary  
doctorates from Salem State 
University and Gordon College in 
recognition of his contributions 
to society.

Bob Lappin took great pride 
being a lifelong resident of  
the North Shore, spending his 
childhood in Salem and living  
his adult years in Marblehead 
and Swampscott. Following  
graduation from Salem High 
School in 1939, he attended 
Dartmouth College and  
graduated in 1943. Upon  
graduation he proudly served  
as a Naval officer for four  
years on the USS Cecil, a relief 
communication ship that saw 
action in the battles of Iwo Jima 
and Okinawa.

Bob Lappin’s professional life 
spanned more than 70 years, 
beginning in manufacturing and 
ultimately working in real estate, 
owning and managing Shetland 
Park, one of the largest office 
parks in Massachusetts, which 
he sold in 2019. He loved going 
to work every day and meeting 
challenges head-on.

Ninety-eight years is a long life, 
and Bob spent most of it with 
the love of his life Mimi, his wife 
of nearly 72 years, who passed 
away in March 2018. Bob truly 

embraced life and all that came 
his way, appreciating the good 
and dealing with the bad,  
including the Madoff fraud in 
2008, which wiped out all of the 
assets of the Robert I. Lappin 
Supporting Foundation, totaling 
eight million dollars.

Bob Lappin held many  
leadership positions in the  
Jewish community, including 
president of the Jewish  
Federation of the North  
Shore and president of Lappin 
Foundation. He was a founding 
member of the International  
Fellowship of Christians and 
Jews, reflecting his deep  
admiration and appreciation for 
Christian love and support for 
Israel and the Jewish People.

At age 14, Bob Lappin wrote in 
his school notebook: “My idea  
of success is to earn an honest 
living, be a respected citizen in 
the community, and most of all 
live happily. There is, however, 
one point I failed to mention 
which I believe is an absolute  
necessity in securing real  
success. This is to be of service 
to my fellow man.” Bob Lappin 
truly lived a life of success.

Zichrono livrahchah ~ May the 
memory of Robert Israel Lappin 
be for a blessing.



First and foremost, I hope you and your families are well and surviving the challenges 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Emotions run deep as I reflect on 2020, a year unlike any 
other. Life as we knew it changed rapidly and dramatically because of the pandemic. 

2020 saw the passing of Lappin Foundation’s founder and president Robert Israel  
Lappin, philanthropist, visionary and community hero. Robert Lappin lived to the  
remarkable age of 98. His legacy continues through the life-changing work of Lappin 
Foundation, which is dedicated to the continuity of the Jewish People and to Israel.

Sadly, the community did not have the opportunity to honor Robert Lappin’s life  
and to pay their respects because of the pandemic. However, Robert Lappin’s life  
and legacy will be celebrated on his first yahrzeit (anniversary of his passing) on  
Sunday, March 21 at 3 p.m. The community is invited to a virtual program that will  
include words of remembrance, reflections of the impact of Robert Lappin’s fine  
work, and a celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Y2I–Youth to Israel Adventure,  
his legacy. Natan Sharansky, world-renowned Jewish leader, will be the guest speaker. 

When asked what he hoped his philanthropic legacy would be, Robert Lappin would 
respond “Y2I–Youth to Israel.” Y2I teens are among the most fortunate in the world, 
thanks to Robert Lappin’s vision and generosity that make it possible for Jewish teens 
to experience a life-changing Israel experience at a critical time in their lives. Robert 
Lappin was a visionary in the field of teen Israel travel and a tireless, fearless, and bold 
advocate for Jewishly underserved teens. Until his passing, Robert Lappin lobbied 
national and international Jewish leaders on the urgent need to send teens to Israel as 
an effective strategy to ensure Jewish continuity, enhance Jewish identity and build 
Jewish pride. 

Lappin Foundation’s 2020 Annual Report is full of good news despite the many  
challenges of 2020. Our programs this past year provided valuable connections for  
thousands of individuals of all ages. The pandemic opened unexpected opportunities 
for engagement with individuals locally, across the country and around the world,  
and we are excited to build on this success. 

Thanks to the generous support of Robert Lappin, the Lappin Family, and donors,  
Lappin Foundation is well-poised for another great year of innovative and exciting 
Jewish programs. We look forward to being with you in the virtual sphere, but we  
hope to be with you in person before too long. 

Stay connected and stay well.

With gratitude,

 

Deborah L. Coltin

President & Executive Director 
dcoltin@lappinfoundation.org 
978.740.4428 

Letter to the Community

D E A R  F R I E N D S ,



Lappin Foundation’s mission is enhancing Jewish identity across generations.

We accomplish our mission by:

•  Funding exciting Jewish programs for children, teens and adults that spark  
an interest in Jewish living and learning 

• Building Jewish pride

• Developing a connection to and love for Israel

• Instilling a feeling of belonging to the Jewish Family

•  Imbuing young people with the desire to stay Jewish and raise their own  
children Jewish

•  Warmly welcoming interfaith families and individuals of all faiths, abilities  
and identities to our programs

Lappin Foundation removes cost as a barrier to participation whenever possible, 
making our programs free and accessible to all who want to participate. Our areas 
of programming include:

• Youth to Israel, Teens & Tweens

• Interfaith Outreach

• Programs for Families with Young Children 

• Professional Development for Educators in Jewish Schools

• Community Programs for Adults

• Resource Center for the Community 

Visit LappinFoundation.org for up-to-date information about our programs.

MissionStatement

✡
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Lappin Foundation’s Board of Directors  
serves an active role in the Foundation’s  
ongoing success.

Robert Israel Lappin (z”l) 
Founder

Deborah L. Coltin 
President & Executive Director

Stacey Comito 
Jody Kipnis 
Jacklyn Lappin 
Howard Rich

2020
     Board of Directors

Deborah L. Coltin
Executive Director 
dcoltin@lappinfoundation.org 
978.740.4428

Susan Feinstein
Operations Manager 
sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org 
978.740.4431

Sarah Ovadia
Development Director 
sovadia@lappinfoundation.org 
978.740.4404

Sharon Wyner
Program Manager 
swyner@lappinfoundation.org 
978.565.4450

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T A F F :

INCOME & EXPENSE STATEMENT

Income
Donations and Grants ...............................................$315,571
Program Fees ............................................................... $12,975
Misc. Interest & Gains...................................................$1,039
Total Income .............................................................$329,585

Expenses
Accounting & Administration ..................................$8,349
Community Programs .............................................. $15,068
Youth to Israel ............................................................ $44,366
Introduction to Judaism .............................................$6,017
PJ Library ......................................................................$56,232
Professional Development .........................................$3,573
Rekindle Shabbat .......................................................... $6,129
Resource Library ...............................................................$510
Trip Cancellation Refunds ....................................... $25,775
Total Expenses..........................................................$166,019

Net Income ................................................................ $163,566

BALANCE SHEET

Current Assets
Cash ................................................................................$177,384
Money Market Account ..........................................$301,887
Investments ....................................................................... $445
Israel Bonds .................................................................... $1,000
Total Current Assets ..............................................$480,716

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable ........................................................ $4,676
Total Current Liabilities ............................................$4,676

Capital
Retained Earnings .....................................................$312,474
Net Income ................................................................. $163,566
Total Capital ............................................................$476,040
Total Liabilities and Capital ...............................$480,716

2020 Financials



Lappin Foundation maintained a full calendar of more than 200 Jewish programs 
and expanded our reach far beyond our service area. We were thrilled to welcome 
individuals from our community, across the country and around the world to  
participate in our virtual programs. 

Month # Programs/Classes/Services # of Children who Received  
   PJ Library and PJ Our Way Books

 January 29 773

 February 16 773

 March 13 752

 April 19 752

 May 24 761

 June 22 882

 July 12 873

 August 22 967

 September 10 1,004

 October 15 1,011

 November 14 1,042

 December 16 1,055

Total 212 Programs in 2020 10,645 Jewish books  
   were mailed to children in 2020

2020 in Review

I am grateful for the 

many programs  

Lappin Foundation  

offers. I look forward 

to getting together 

with the community 

online. It helps me 

feel less alone during 

this awful pandemic. 

Thank you!  

FRAN

N E W  P R O G R A M S  I N  2 0 2 0 :
•  The Shofar Calls! More than 400 real shofars and hundreds of toy shofars were 

given to adults and children to call in Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year

•  PJ Library DIY Hanukkah @ Home provided more than 200 tote bags to families 
and schools filled with a Hanukkah menorah, candles, dreidels, and more

•  International Holocaust Remembrance Day Commemoration  
with the City of Peabody 

•  Jewish Youth Leadership Seminar enrolled 69 students from 11 states  
in a six-session leadership development program

•  On-line interview exhibit honoring Jewish veterans was compiled  
by participants of the Jewish Youth Leadership Seminar

• Newly-formed Teen Antisemitism Task Force

• PJ Library holiday and Jewish-themed puppet shows

• Virtual tours of Israel

• PJ Our Way Jewish cooking classes for older children

• Paper mosaic art with Israel-based artist Mia Schon 

• Intergenerational Jewish Veterans Day program facilitated by teens

“



Organizational collaboration is key to successful community-building. Lappin  
Foundation is grateful to the dozens of agencies and professionals we partner with  
to reach and engage thousands of individuals, and warmly welcome them to the  
Jewish community through our programs. 

Community
Partners

Abbot Public Library, Marblehead

Adam and Gila Milstein Family Foundation

American Jewish Committee

ADL New England

BBYO New England

Brooksby Village

CAMERA

Camp Bauercrest

Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies,  
Salem State University

Chabad of the North Shore:  
Swampscott, Peabody & Everett

City of Peabody

Combined Jewish Philanthropies

Congregation Ahavas Achim

Congregation Shirat Hayam

Congregation Sons of Israel

Congregation Tifereth Israel, Sephardic

Consulate General of Israel to New England

Epstein Hillel School

Hadassah Northeast

Hadassah-Brandeis Institute

Harold Grinspoon Foundation

Haverhill Public Library

Holocaust Legacy Foundation

Israel on Campus Coalition

Israeli American Council of Boston

Jewish Community Center of the North Shore

Jewish Teen Initiative of Greater Boston

Jewish War Veterans North Shore Post 220

Jewish War Veterans of the United States

JIMENA

Merrimack Valley Jewish Federation

North Shore Rabbinical  
and Cantorial Assocation

North Suburban Jewish Community Center

OpenDor Media

PJ Library

PJ Our Way

Shalom Hadassah

Shinshinim Program

StandWithUs

Temple Ahavat Achim

Temple B’nai Abraham

Temple Emanu-El

Temple Emanuel, Andover

Temple Menorah

Temple Ner Tamid

Temple Sinai

Temple Tiferet Shalom



$70,000 
CJP

$20,000 
Mark Gelfand

Jody Kipnis and Todd Ruderman

$15,000 
Leon Lowenstein Foundation

Sharon and Howard Rich

$10,000
Bryna Litchman and  
Arthur J. Epstein

Epstein Hillel School

Morton and Lillian Waldfogel 
Foundation: Maureen and  
Peter Waldfogel

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous

Jamie and Ethan Berg

David Brand

Harold Grinspoon Foundation

Howard A. Cook Family  
Foundation

Leslie and Robert Ogan

Ruth and George Rooks

Dorothy and Richard Tatelman

The Breakers

$2,500 - $4,999
Joshua Chmara

Deborah and Gary Coltin

Judy and Brian Ditchek

Eastern Bank

Fara and Jay Goldberg

Lappin Family Charitable Trust: 
Susan & Michael Brown,  
Judith & Richard Lappin

Faith and Steven Quintero

$2,000 
Judith Feffer

Myrna H. Freedman

Barbara Goldman

Marylou and Herbert Gray

$1,800 
Debby and Erik Belt

Dorit and Ron Cohen

Marcy and Bob Haber

$1,000 - $1,799
Beth and Marc Andler

Sheila and Andrew Aronson

Dr. Michael Baratz

Ronnie and Robert Berman

Emilia Black

Jay Bovarnick

Harold Cohen (z”l)

Dr. Philip and Eve Cutter

Devra Berquist and William Doyle

Rabbi Bernard and  
Anita Horowitz

Dr. Harold and Zelda Kaplan

Marion and Joel Kaplan

Lois and Joel Kornitsky

Dr. Jacob and Melody Kriteman

Dr. Stuart Pergament

Judy and Shepard Remis

Dr. J. Myron Rosen

Judith Rosenberg

Linda and Arthur Schwartz

Anne and Robert Selby

Dr. Marc and Cheryl Shnider

Ava Hoppenstein Shore

Risa and Joe Sontz

Thomas Mackey & Sons, Inc.

Rachel Tigay

Dr. Bertil and Barbara Wolf

Edward E. Zuker

$500 - $999
Estelle Argaman

Kerry and Edward Berman

Martin Charney

Carol and Robert Cipriani

Mark J. Coltin, P.C.

Consul General of Israel  
to New England

Betsy and Jim Feld

We are grateful for the generous support from hundreds of individuals,  
foundations and businesses that makes it possible to fulfill our mission  
of enhancing Jewish identity across generations.

Thank You to our Donors



Wendy and Mark Gershlak

Ashley Serotta and  
Brandon Hockle

Dr. Mitchell Jacobson

Kathryn Russo Aesthetics, LLC

Shirley Merken

Debbie and Tim Neilan

Sandra and Stuart Osattin

Sandra Rosenbaum

Karen and David Rosenberg

Edward Schlossberg

David Stern

Deborah and Richard Strauss

Este and Sam Sylvetsky

Temple B’nai Abraham

Noam Weissman

$100 - $499
Susan and Clifford Abelson

Anonymous

Sharon and Michael Ariely

Michelle and David Baer

Loretta and Richard Band

Alyse and David Barbash

Jacob Barosin

Alma Barozzi

Diane and Robert Bauke

Ruth Berg

Elisa and Steven Bernstein

Francine Black

Dr. Joel and Nancy Black

Margot and George Bloom

Howard L. Blum

David Bornstein

Elizabeth and William Brudnick

Ruth Budelmann

Elaine A. Byrne

Heather and James Caplan

Laila and Steve Chamuel

Frank Chmara

Mark Chulsky

Dr. Barry and Caryn Cohen

Cheryl and Gary Cohen

Steven Cohen

Dr. Daryl Colden and  
Dr. Kristin Tallman

Stacey and Bob Comito

Congregation Ahavas Achim

Congregation Sons of Israel

Deanna and Neil Cooper

Nancy and Arnold Cowan

Gillian Cowen

Sharon Wyner and  
Anthony D’Avolio

Harriet and Richard Dechowitz

Carol and Samuel Denbo

Ann and John Doherty

Ivy and Peter Dorflinger

Estelle Pinkhasik and  
Alexander Doyle

Paul B. Dunleavy

Judith and Larry Dunn

Ralph Epstein

Norma and Warren Epstein

Ellen and Norman Erlich

Gail and Barry Falkoff

Susan and Greg Federspiel

Marc Feinstein

Amy and William Flaxer

Dr. George and Alegria Freedman

Jo Ann Freedman

Ilya Freytsis

Michael Fried

Stefanie and Bob Gladstone

Marcia Glassman-Jaffe

Jacqueline and  
Jordan Glicksman

Esther and Arthur Goldberg

Elaine and Philip Goldberg

Lois and Stephen Goldberg

Liza and Jay Goldman

Deborah and Jeffrey Goldstein

Amy Mitman and  
Andrew Goloboy

Hinda Goodstein

Martha and Robert Gurman

Doreen Harris

Lisa Giovanetti and Jeffrey Held

Debra Hilbert

Susan Jacobs and Andrea Ring

Jewish Community Center  
of the North Shore

Pat and Ron Kafker

Donna and Spencer Kagan

Dr. Donald and Edna Kaplan

Amy and Adam Karas

Amy and Larry Katz

Paige and Michael Katzenstein

Anita and Abe Kaufman

Adele Kirby

Carol and William Kirchick

Marin and Paul Konstadt

Janice and Martin Labell

Carolyn and Stewart Leshin

Nadine and Marc Levin

Alison Levins

Rose Anne and Gerald Levinson

Harriet and Harold Levy

Andrea and Marc Libeskind

Jessie Lipson

Lisa and Mitch Livstone

Dr. Daniel and Linda Magalnick

Raychel Mahoney

Ellen and Eric Marder

Arlene and Martin Margolis

Karen and Jake Maslow

Craig Mulcahey

Ellen, Amy and Susan Musinsky

Gail and Daniel New

Alan November

Stacy and Bruce Orloff

Erica and Eric Osattin

David Ovadia

Ann Parker

Mona Pessaroff

Linda and Mark Petrino

Pierce, Pierce & Napolitano

Laura and Bruce Rafey

Jennifer Raitt

Susan and Steven Ring

Amy and Gregg Riskin

Linda and Alan Robbins

Edythe Roberts

Boris Romanovsky

Jill and Michael Rose

Martha and Robert Rose

David Rosenberg

Dr. Howard and Evie Rosenkrantz

Judith and Kenneth Rosenthal



Suzanne Sabogal

Phyllis Sagan

Salem Pediatric Dental  
& Orthodontic Associates

Shelley and Martin Schneer

Hal Schwartz

Ed Secatore

Traci and Kenneth Segal

Robert Shapiro

Sandra and Arnold Shuman

Rachel and Eric Shwartz

Sheryl and Alan Sidman

Elaine and Herbert Siegel

Barbara Sigel

Samuel Silverman

Chester Simons

Judith and George Small

Kathryn Snowdon

Michelle Harris and  
Richard Sokolow

Michelle and Lawrence Soll

Joyce and Norman Spector

Pauline and Vincent Spirito

Benjamin Spunt

Abby Stacks

Ilana Hurwitz and Richard Starfield

Josene Steinberg

Joe Stoopack

Anna Stulberg

Deborah Sudenfield

Dr. Michael and Laurie Szycher

Temple Ahavat Achim

Temple Ner Tamid

Temple Tiferet Shalom

Elizabeth and Mikhail Vaynshteyn

Lorinda and Alan Visnick

Elaine and Roger Volk

Stefani Waterman

Paul Weinberg

Rhona Weiner

King Weinstein

Richard Weiss

Annette and Daniel White

Wendy and Conrad Wicks

Dr. Marvin and Pauline Wilson

Varvara and Jon Zucker

$50 - $99
Israella and Howard Abrams

Jacqueline Comins-Addis  
and Jeffrey Addis

Judith and Leonard Allen

Amazon Smile

Judith and Mark Arnold

Arnould Gallery and Framery

Leo Berman

Nancy and Jacob Bloom

Jodi Coburn and  
Steven Blumenkrantz

Murray Bob

Terri Oliver and Walter Booth

Dr. Sheldon and Frances Brown

Lucie and Richard Burke

CBIZ MHM, LLC

Congregation Tifereth Israel,  
Sephardic

Nancy and Paul Cowen

Kai Creamer

Stephen Desatnick

Rachel and Adam Dicker

Susan and Richard Dinkin

Rosalyn Epstein

Amy and Mark Farber

Rhonda Fisher

Larisa and Ethan Forman

Pam and Howard Freedman

Rabbi Myron and Eileen Geller

Janice Gershlak

Marsha and H. Elliott Goldstein

Sally Gordon

Saul Gurman

Leslie and Michael Harsip

Merrill Herbster

Barbara and Christopher Hudson

Robert Hughes

Elana Kaplan

Andrea Katz

Irene and Jonathan Leamon

Heather Comak LeDoyt  
and Travis LeDoyt

Cheryl and Jeffrey Levin

Herbert Levine

Dr. David L. Levy

Richard Linn

Cindy and Ron Matloff

Janet Miller

North Suburban Jewish  
Community Center

Cindy and Burt Ochs

Dr. Barrie and Barbara Ann Paster

Carolyn Pivnick

Eva Porcello

Fern Price

Susan Raviv

Meryl and Julian Rich

Barbara and Jerrold Rosman

Bonnie Rubin

Alida Rutchick

Merle R. Schell

Joanne Scott

Iris Sheinhait

Bette and Daniel Shoreman

Marjorie Short

Miriam and Lawrence (z”l) Shutzer

Dr. Michael and Brenda Silverman

Judith and Stephen (z”l) Simmons

Robert Smith

Roberta and Robert Soltz

Barbara and Stephen Steinberg

Sue and Eliot Sussman

Gail and William Tarbox

Arlene Tevelow

Deborah and Alan Titelbaum

Ruth and David Titelbaum

Jewish Cooking



Laurie and Howard Weinberger

Reggie and Lewis Weinstein

Bonnie and Kurt Westerman

Ashley and Jason Whyman

Enid and David Wise

Jo Ann and Steven Wisotsky

Dr. Joel and Judith Wyner

Dr. Eric and Julie Zieff

Up to $49
Rosalyn and Barry Abrams

Roberta Abrams

Jennifer Adler

Marilyn and Edwin Andrews

Jo Anne and Martin Appelstein

Yvonne Asher

Marlene and Robert Badolato

Bernice and Arthur Bennett

Helaine and Daniel Berg

Carrie and Ariel Berger

Sally and Nathan Berkowitz

Rosalie and Scott Bornstein

Susan and Bruce Burrows

Marjorie Casper

Paula Cohen

Linda and Frank DeAngelo

Laurie and John Dunn

Jeff Eichel

Myrna Fearer

Zipora Feiner

Harriet Feinstein

Susan and Steven Feinstein

Russell Finer

Muriel Follick

Dr. Jason and Fran Freshman

Robert Gaber

Don Ganz

Marion G. Garfinkel

Susan and Richard Garnick

Jeanne Glick

Daniel Goldberg

Rachelle Goldberg

Sarah and Saul Goldberg

Rosa Lee and Edward Goldstein

Sema Goldstein

Elaine Goodman

Marlene Goodman

Barbara and John Gould

Susan Green

Myrna and Harry Grossman

Geri and Edward Guralnick

Christopher and Jody Harrah

Sheri Heller

Doris and Elliot Hershoff

Paula and Alan Ivey

Frances and Robert Kaplan

Paulina Katz

Esther and Neal Kaufman

Bernice Kazis

Harold Kramer

Ann Laaff

Elaine and Leslie Lerman

Jay Lewis

Judith and Bennett Locke

Adele and Mark Lubarsky

Caren and Daniel McEachern

Iris Meltzer

Cindy and Gerald Meola

Joan and Melvin Nagler

Lindsey and Eli Naparstek

Madeleine and Sam Nathan

Susan and Howard Nellhaus

Julie Newburg

Grace and Alfred Newman

Sandra Novick

Sally and Rodney Palmer

Alvah Parker

Beatrice Paul

Ann and Michael Pearlman

Nancy Perkus

Irene Polner

Barry Poretsky

Gerry and Jack Potash

R. Jon Richmond

Arlene Rosen

Elaine Rosen

Maxine Rosenberg

Julia and Leonard Rubin

Edward Rudd

Sharyn Russell

Gladys Saslaw

Gloria Sax

Dr. David and Barbara Schneider

Joan Shechet

Rosalyn Shraiar

Corrine Shuman

Marjorie Simon

Cristina Rivera and  
Jonathan Singer

Edward Sloan

Adria Snider

Margaret Somer

Rene Soriano

Sandra and Gary Sparr

Benjamin Spector

Fred Stark

Karen and Michael Stearn

Tom Stein

Michelle and Andrew Steingiser

Bryna and Samuel Tabasky

Susan and Lawrence Weiner

Michelle Hasty White  
and Andrew White

Sheri Olans Wright  
and Robert Wright

Alfa and David Zimmerman

A Taste of Israel



PJ Library and PJ Our Way are the Jewish book-of-the-month clubs for Jewish 
children, ages newborn through 12 years old. Books are mailed directly to children 
every month!

Exciting and engaging Jewish programs for the whole family enrich the PJ library 
and PJ Our Way experience. PJ Library and PJ Our Way books and programs are 
gateways to the Jewish community. 

Highlights of PJ Library and PJ Our Way programs in 2020:

•  10,645 Jewish books were mailed directly to children,  
ages newborn to 12 years ol  d 

• 28 Shabbat family programs, including Rekindle Shabbat

• 15 social gatherings for families

• 12 movement with a Jewish twist programs

• 12 Jewish-themed puppet shows

• 5 Jewish holiday story hours

• 5 PJ Our Way art and cooking programs

• 4 Israel programs

• 2 parenting programs

My kids are so excited 

when their PJ Library 

books arrive in the 

mail! I have to read 

the books not once, 

not twice, but many 

times until their next 

books arrive!

JESSICA

Janet & David Polak Foundation

Parents can register their children to 
receive free PJ Library and PJ Our Way 
books at LappinFoundation.org.

Holiday Puppet Shows

Movement with a Twist

“



Lappin Foundation warmly welcomes individuals of all faiths to our programs.

We offer our heartfelt thanks and support to parents of interfaith families who are  
raising their children Jewish. 

Twenty-one adults enrolled in Introduction to Judaism, a 25-week course for individuals 
who are preparing for conversion to Judaism or who are exploring Judaism. Classes 
are taught by local rabbis and topics include: Jewish history, holidays, life-cycle events, 
Torah, prayer, Hebrew, Holocaust and more. We celebrate one’s conversion to Judaism 
with a gift of a Jewish ritual item of their choice and with the gift of an immersion  
in the mikvah (ritual bath).

The switch from in-person to virtual programs broadened the Foundation’s reach.  
Our programs included a variety of topics that educated, engaged and inspired  
adults of all ages: author-led book groups, art classes, virtual tours of Israel, cooking 
demonstrations, musical performances, holiday and Rosh Chodesh celebrations and 
more! Lappin Foundation served as a meeting place where thousands of people of all 
ages enjoyed exploring new ideas and learning new things. Our programming provided 
valuable social connections and intellectual stimulation for many individuals during  
the pandemic. 

Highlights of our community programs included:

•  Annual International Holocaust Remembrance Day was commemorated on  
January 27, including a presentation by Mayor Ted Bettencourt of Peabody  
proclaiming January Holocaust Education Month. 

•  HEARRT-Holocaust Education and Awareness Rapid Response Team educated 
adult volunteers to present programs about the Holocaust in schools and  
other settings. 

•  Veterans Day Program Honoring Jewish Veterans was a teen-facilitated,  
intergenerational program featuring teen interviews of veterans. 

Interfaith Outreach

Community
Programs

The Jewish  

meditation 

exercises were 

so creative and 

unique. They 

brought me to  

a place of  

peacefulness that 

I haven’t  

experienced in a 

long time.

MICHELE

“



I came into the interview  
ready to learn about someone’s  
leadership roles in the  
community, and left the  
interview feeling empowered  
to change the world and step  
up to address the world.
Ariel Greenberg  
interviewed Jeffrey Robbins 

I learned leadership is a lot of 
teamwork and making decisions 
together and not one person 
making a decision for everyone.
Sofia Vatnik interviewed  
Mindee Greenberg

Leadership is not one size  
fits all, and it looks different  
for every person. 
Isabella London  
interviewed Samantha Walsh 

People who can be considered 
leaders are the people who are 
always willing to learn, try new 
ideas, and grow their skills.
Lucy New interviewed  
Dana Roth

When you are a leader, you 
should be confident, kind, and 
not judge anyone’s opinions.
Jack Ruderman  
interviewed Jay Ruderman

One of the most important 
things in leadership is to be  
enthusiastic about the cause 
and surround yourself with people 
who share your enthusiasm. 
Ella Fogelman  
interviewed Howard Rich

I learned that although the  
purpose of being a leader is  
often to better the community,  
a leader will likely end up  
facing a lot of personal growth 
and bettering themselves in  
the process. 
Leah Breakstone  
interviewed Marjorie Patkin 

If you have passion, hard work, 
and are willing to listen to  
others, you will go far. 
Alyssa Ardai  
interviewed Anne Selby

Be a good listener; be decisive; 
and follow through with your 
promises.
Eric Lloyd interviewed  
Sam Silverman 

In order to lead effectively,  
one must believe in what they 
aim to achieve. 
Alex Janower interviewed  
Rabbi Marc Baker 

In order for our community to 
thrive and have longevity, we 
have to address the inherent 
challenge of including all Jewish 
people with open doors. 
Lauryn Chotiner  
interviewed Abby Smith 

I learned that one can apply 
skills learned in other areas of 
life to leadership and tikkun 
olam more specifically.
Danielle Frankel  
interviewed Ed Shapiro

JewishLeaders
share theirWisdom
Teens in the Jewish Youth Leadership Seminar shared what they learned about 
leadership from their interviews with Jewish leaders.  

“
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From the interview I 
learned that leadership is 
not just about how others 
see you, but about how 
you see yourself. 
Jared Goldstein  
interviewed Ira Malek 

I think being a veteran 
is a form of leadership 
because veterans lead by 
example for other citizens 
of the country. 
Riley Herron interviewed 
Charles Kaufman 

Leadership is about  
earning trust from others 
and finding things in  
common with people. 
Haley Zunick  
interviewed Sol Black 

It’s important to not only 
be able to give directions, 
but also be able to take 
directions.
Lauren Greenwald  
interviewed Stanley Block

Sometimes the best  
leaders are ones that can 
give up power to help 
achieve a larger goal,  
not hold onto it to control 
others. 
Meirav Solomon 
interviewed  
Jeremy Lawson  
  

Leadership means  
something different in 
every situation, and  
good leadership is crucial 
when taking on heavy  
responsibility. 
Spencer Reith interviewed 
Dr. Edward Hart 

You will always be around 
people that are difficult to 
deal with, but dealing with 
these kinds of people is 
part of what makes you a 
great leader. 
Daniel Ruskin interviewed 
Alan Lehman 

Being a leader doesn’t 
mean you are always in 
charge. Mr. Mandell’s story 
inspired me to work hard, 
never give up and learn 
from each experience  
that you are given. 
Sydney Oriel interviewed 
Stuart Mandell

I learned from the  
interview that a person’s 
leadership capabilities  
truly don’t have a limit. 
Julia Rosenberg  
interviewed Jacob Romo

I think being a veteran is a 
form of leadership in that 
it shows dedication and 
willingness to rise to the 
occasion for the greater 
good. I learned that  
leadership from the  
military can carry over  
into leadership in the  
business world. 
Noah Weinberg  
interviewed  
Stanley Scheiner 

The interview experience 
meant a lot to me because 
Mr. Zigelbaum inspired  
me to be proud of what 
we have today and be 
thankful. 
Noah Glassman  
interviewed Ira Zigelbaum

 

HonoringJewish Veterans
Participants in the Jewish Youth Leadership Seminar interviewed Jewish Veterans to 
learn about their experiences serving our country and to understand how their service 
is a special form of leadership. Veterans of wars and conflicts since WWII, and those 
who served during times of peace, generously shared their experience, wisdom  
and advice. The interviews are posted on LappinFoundation.org on the Honoring  
Jewish Veterans page. 
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The Howard Steven Feffer Memorial Scholarship is a lasting legacy given in  
loving memory of Howard Steven Feffer, who sadly passed away at the young age 
of 19 from a brain tumor in 1982. The $2,000 scholarship is funded by Howard’s 
sister Judith Feffer and it is administered by Lappin Foundation. Judith Feffer will 
make the final decision about the scholarship recipient.

The scholarship is need-based and will be awarded annually to a Jewish student 
who lives in Lappin Foundation’s service area or is a member of a temple in  
Lappin Foundation’s service area and who is planning to attend a college or  
university in the application year. The money will be sent directly to the institution 
of higher learning that the scholarship recipient plans to attend. Recipients  
may request the continuation of the scholarship in years to follow if they maintain 
a 2.8 average.

Jewish high school seniors, who live in Lappin Foundation’s service area or are 
a member of a temple in Lappin Foundation’s service area, and are students in 
good standing, are invited to apply at LappinFoundation.org.

The application packet consists of the online application and a character  
reference letter, both of which are due by May 17, 2021. The reference letter  
should be written by someone who can attest to the applicant’s character.  
The letter should not be written by family members or friends. The letter should 
be emailed to dcoltin@lappinfoundation.org. The scholarship recipient will be 
notified by May 28, 2021.

The scholarship recipient must submit their final high school transcript and a  
copy of the college/university tuition bill prior to the scholarship funds being  
sent directly to the institution of higher learning.

For more information, contact Susan Feinstein, Operations Manager,  
at 978.740.4431 or email sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org.

         The Howard Steven Feffer Memorial

Scholarship



B Y  S T E P H A N I E  M A R G O L I S 
StandWithUs New England High School Coordinator 

You never know who will influence your life and how exactly their touch will  
impact your future until you have the chance to reflect back. Robert Lappin’s 
passing hit me in just this way. The Lappin Foundation, through which so many 
teens have found their way to Israel and have been empowered to share their  
educated voices with their communities, is what led me to where I am today. 
While I was not able to go on their Youth to Israel (Y2I) trip and go on to be in 
their advocacy program, it was at a Lappin led event where I found StandWithUs, 
an Israel education organization I now work for. The Lappin Foundation teens 
overlapped tremendously with StandWithUs teen interns spreading Robert  
Lappin’s influence into other spheres. Also, on the Y2I trip, teens are typically 
brought to the StandWithUs office in Jerusalem to hear from Charlotte Korchak, 
the Director of International Student Programs at StandWithUs Israel.

Rachel Ellis and Elana Zabar both went on Lappin’s Y2I trip and then became 
StandWithUs High School Interns in New England. They shared these words with 
me recently,

Robert Lappin was not only a philanthropist and an Israel Advocate, he was 
also a Jewish educator. Robert Lappin allowed me the opportunity to discover 
my Jewish religion and culture in our homeland of Israel. Mr. Lappin inspired 
my Israel Advocacy, which has become a central part of my life for the past five 
years, and has given me direction in my future career. Mr. Lappin’s kind heart, 
generosity and passion for Israel has led thousands of Jewish teens to take 
pride in their Judaism and has allowed generations of Jewish teens to find a 
connection with their homeland in Israel. Mr. Lappin’s smile, words of wisdom, 
and thoughtfulness will be greatly missed. He is a hero in the Jewish community 
and may his memory always be a blessing.

Rachel Ellis

I grew up with the Lappin Foundation. My religious education program often 
brought in the Israel Land Map for fun-filled activities, and my first candlesticks 
and Magen David necklace came from the Lappin Foundation. My parents 
were very adamant in following Mr. Lappin’s recipe for raising children Jewish. 
Post-Israel, I found myself attending international and national conferences as 
a delegate for the Lappin Foundation. This is where my interest in politics and 
love for advocacy began, and where I learned I want to work for non-profits 
helping make the world a little brighter, just like Mr. Lappin did every day.  
Lappin Foundation taught me how to be a strong and proud Jew. This foundation 
has helped me grow into a leader and into the best version of myself.

Elana Zabar

Robert Lappin will be dearly missed.

A Salute to Robert Lappin
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  & Teen Engagement

I just wanted to say thank you so much for offering the 

Teen Fellows meeting this evening. My son said “it was 

awesome” and was very inspired. He is looking forward to 

future meetings. Thank you so much for engaging teens 

in such a meaningful way.

SHARON

Youth to Israel (Y2I)

H I G H L I G H T S  O F  T E E N  E N G A G E M E N T  P R O G R A M M I N G :
•  Y2I Israel Education: 100 Jewish teens and their parents attended Y2I programs in 

January and February.

•  Campus Climate Update: Jacob Baime of the Israel on Campus Coalition presented 
a program to teens and parents about growing campus antisemitism and anti-Israel 
activities. Jacob provided ideas and resources to help students deal with campus 
antisemitism. 

•  Jewish Youth Leadership Seminar: 69 Jewish teens and college students from 11 
states and South Africa enrolled in our six-session seminar. In addition to exploring 
various aspects of leadership, including the value of failure and soulful leadership, 
participants had to complete two assignments. Students interviewed a Jewish  
leader and a Jewish Veteran, and they wrote reflections about what they learned. 
Interviews done with the Jewish Veterans are posted on Lappin Foundation’s  
website. The exhibit serves as a way to honor Jewish Veterans for their service  
and as a resource to schools. 

•  Lappin Teen Fellows: 46 Jewish high school teens participated in monthly virtual 
interactive learning sessions led by dynamic presenters exploring the impact of  
contemporary issues on Jewish teens. Topics included: Jewish identity, Jewish  
diversity, Antisemitism, and the meaning of leadership.

•  Y2I Connect: 58 Jewish high school teens met for community-building experiences 
around Jewish themes facilitated by Trybal Gatherings.

•  Teen Antisemitism Task Force: 14 teens answered the call to create a task force to 
educate their peers about antisemitism and to respond to antisemitism when it occurs.

Though the pandemic forced the cancellation of the 2020 Y2I trip, our teen  
engagement programs grew in number, popularity and reach. The next Y2I trip  
looks to be bigger than ever with plans to include two years of teens!

I want to thank you for an incredible six weeks! 

I learned insights into Jewish leadership skills 

and I enjoyed the sessions. Thank you so much 

for including me in the Jewish Youth Leadership 

Seminar this summer! I am grateful! 

LAUREN

YOUTH TO ISRAEL
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LAPPIN FOUNDATION
Enhancing Jewish Identity across Generations

29 Congress Street • Salem, MA 01970 • 978.740.4431 • lappinfoundation.org YOUTH TO ISRAEL

50th Anniversary

Please join us for a Celebration of Life and Legacy

Robert Israel Lappin
1922-2020

and

50 Years of Y2I–Youth to Israel Adventure

Sunday, March 21, 2021 at 3 p.m.

Guest Speaker, World-renowned Jewish Leader

Natan Sharansky
This Virtual Event is FREE and all are welcome to attend!

Register at LappinFoundation.org

Honor Mr. Lappin’s Life and Legacy in our Tribute Book.

 Contact Susan Feinstein for information about placing a tribute  
978.740.4431 or sfeinstein@lappinfoundation.org


