
 

 

Syllabus 

 

Deborah L. Coltin, Executive Director of Lappin Foundation 

• On Becoming an Inspirational Jewish Leader 

This session will take a deep-dive into the life of philanthropist and community leader Robert Israel Lappin and 

learn what inspired him on the path of leadership.  What can we learn from our role models, and how can we be 

role models to others?  We will study The Seven Principles of Jewish Leadership by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks and 

use them as a guide to become an inspirational Jewish leader. 

 

Dr. Noam Weissman, Senior Vice President of Education at OpenDor Media 

• Moses, Mandela and the Meaning of Leadership 

This session will explore the similarities and differences of two of the most prominent leaders in world 

history. We will develop easy to grasp takeaways on leadership and learn what leadership means to two of 

the men who shaped the world as we currently see it, and what leadership can mean for all of us. 

 

• The Good, the Bad and the Utterly Bizarre 

This session will explore perspectives on leadership young people are often shielded from. What does 

leadership come at the expense of? Where does Judaism's ambivalence towards leadership stem from? How 

can we reframe the concept of leadership to be one in which all are expected to engage in a life of 

leadership. 

 

• Failure - A Fundamental Feature of Leadership 

This session will explore why failure - real failure - is a critical feature of leadership. In a success driven 

world, failure and how we respond - is what matters most. But, why?  

 

Rabbi Marc Baker, President and CEO of CJP 

• The Makings of a Jewish Community  

What makes a community Jewish? This session will explore the symbiotic relationship between effective 

Jewish leadership and a thriving Jewish community. In addition to the brick-and-mortar of a Jewish 

community, what’s passion and inspiration got to do with it? 

 

Ariela HaLevi, Co-founder and Director of Healing of Soul Centered  

• Soulful Jewish Leadership 

This session will explore Body and Soul as indispensable partners in the sacred work of Jewish Leadership. The 

session will be a combination of lecture and guided imagery as we: discover the inner qualities necessary to lead 

from within; learn to cultivate inner awareness and intuition as a path to Jewish leadership; and explore the 

connection between true leadership and the wisdom of our body. 


